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NOTE: The Rules of the Road Committee (RORC) was created by the Executive Committee as an adhoc committee of the NCUTCD to address changes the “Rules of the Road” of the Uniform Vehicle Code (UVC).  This occurred because the National Committee on Uniform Traffic Laws and Ordinances (NCUTLO) went into hiatus pending a viable funding source in June of 2009.  This left a void that the NCUTCD believes needs to be filled, and no other technical or professional group came forward to fund such an activity.  Even copies of the previous UVC are no longer available to provide guidance on such model laws and rules to States and local governments.  As individual changes are proposed and approved by sponsors and the NCUTCD, they will be posted on the NCUTCD web site as recommendations of the Committee.   The recommendations are not part of the MUTCD and as such have no status with the FHWA.  

The RORC contains representatives of each of the Technical Committees. 
COMMITTEE OF ORIGIN:
Rules of the Road Committee (RORC)

STATUS/DATE OF ACTION:
Send for Sponsor Comments
TOPIC: 
Bicycle position on roadway where right turns are authorized
RORC Approval:
_____, 2012 

Transmitted to Sponsors:
_____, 2012

Council Approval:
_____, 2012

ORIGIN OF REQUEST:
John S. Allen, Bicycle Technical Committee member
AFFECTED SECTIONS OF UVC
 11-1205
SUMMARY:  





This change adds a provision proposed for the 2000 UVC, to allow bicyclists to move away from the right edge of the roadway at locations where right turns are authorized. 
The full unedited wording of the current section is shown below:

§
11-1205—Position on roadway

(a)
Any person operating a bicycle or a moped upon a roadway at less than the normal speed of traffic at the time and place and under the conditions then existing shall ride as close as practicable to the right—hand curb or edge of the roadway except under any of the following situations:

1. When overtaking and passing another bicycle or vehicle proceeding in the same direction.

2. When preparing for a left turn at an intersection or into a private road or driveway.

3. When reasonably necessary to avoid conditions including but not limited to: fixed or moving objects; parked or moving vehicles; bicycles; pedestrians; animals; surface hazards; or substandard width lanes that make it unsafe to continue along the right—hand curb or edge.  For purposes of this section, a “substandard width lane” is a lane that is too narrow for a bicycle and a motor vehicle to travel safely side by side within the lane.

4. When riding in the right—turn—only lane.

(b)
Any person operating a bicycle or a moped upon a one-way highway with two or more marked traffic lanes may ride as near the left—hand curb or edge of such roadway as practicable.

DISCUSSION:RECOMMENDED CHANGES TO “RULES OF THE ROAD, UVC” 
It is often possible for a bicyclist approaching an intersection and intending to travel straight through, to merge far enough left in the right-hand travel lane to allow a following vehicle to turn right at a legal right turn on red, stop sign or unsignalized intersection, when the bicyclist must wait to travel straight across or turn left. Merging away from the right side of the lane also prevents collisions in which a motorist to the bicyclist’s left turns right across the bicyclist’s path, and makes the bicyclist more visible to left-turning vehicle operators coming from ahead, preventing left-turn collisions. These are the two most common car-bike collision types. A proposal was put forward in one of the last NCUTLO sessions to allow bicyclists to merge away from the right side of the road wherever right turns are authorized, but it was withdrawn. See. http://www.ncutlo.org/LABUVC99.html. I suggest  incorporating similar language in part (a)4, as well as other changes simplifying thand clarifying the language, and consistent with the NCUTCD’s approval of the shared-lane marking and Bicycles May Use Full Lane sign.
§
11-1205—Position on roadway

(a)
Any person operating a bicycle or a moped upon a roadway at less than the normal speed of traffic at the time and place and under the conditions then existing shall ride as close as practicable to the right—hand curb or edge of the roadway except under any of the following situations  shall be governed by the slow vehicle rules of 11-301(b), along with the following additional provisions:
1. When overtaking and passing another bicycle or vehicle proceeding in the same direction. If the right-hand lane then available for traffic is wide enough to be safely shared with overtaking vehicles, a bicycle or moped shall be ridden far enough to the right to facilitate such overtaking movements, unless other conditions make it unsafe to do so.
2. When preparing for a left turn at an intersection or into a private road or driveway. If the right-hand lane then available for traffic is not wide enough to be safely shared with overtaking vehicles or if passing is otherwise unsafe, a bicycle may be ridden far enough to the left in that lane to prevent overtaking vehicles from attempting to pass within the same lane.
3. When reasonably necessary to avoid conditions including but not limited to: fixed or moving objects; parked or moving vehicles; bicycles; pedestrians; animals; surface hazards; or substandard width lanes that make it unsafe to continue along the right—hand curb or edge.  For purposes of this section, a “substandard width lane” is a lane that is too narrow for a bicycle and a motor vehicle to travel safely side by side within the lane. No person operating a bicycle shall be expected or required to ride over or through hazards at the edge of the road nor to operate without a reasonable safety space to the right.
4. When riding in the right—turn—only lane. When approaching an intersection where where right-turn movements are permitted, a bicycle may be ridden far enough to the left to facilitate such movements by overtaking vehicles.
(b)
Any person operating a bicycle or a moped upon a one-way highway with two or more marked traffic lanes may ride as near the left—hand curb or edge of such roadway as practicable, subject to the conditions in subsection (a) above except applied to the left-hand lane.
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